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PEEFACE. 

The title correctly indicates the contents of these essays, 
in which the origin of some of the more important mental, 
moral, social, economic and political conditions of today 
has been traced to the physical peculiarities of our brute 
ancestors. 

Nothing except what competent scientists regard as set- 
tled has been taken for granted, but generally speaking it 
has been demonstrated, that from these peculiarities, such 
conditions had to follow as inevitable results. 

In chapters one to eight, inclusive, our brute ancestors 
are considered as they were in the period before they had 
learned to use sticks and stones. In chapter nine this limi- 
tation has been disregarded. 

Dealing with problems so closely related to the fates 
of vast numbers of people alive today our judgments tend 
to be colored by our sjrmpathies. Foreseeing this danger, 
the author has carefully guarded against it by aiming at a 
cold, judicial attitude of mind, to which human beings are 
no more than numerals in a calculation, or lines and angles 
in a geometrical figure. 

The aim has been to make the argument conclusive in 
the eight earlier chapters, suggestive in the ninth. 

T. w. heusteman. 

Pasadena, Cal., 1906. 
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APPENDIX NOTE II. 



ON ALTRUISM. 
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The support of brute-woman by brute-man, which was 
discussed in Chapters V and VI, seems to constitute the 
first instance of conscious human altruism. 

The love of the mother for her child has frequently been 
upheld as the original and highest form of altruism in nature. 
But is it ? Altruism has been defined as "devotion to others." 
Surely the mother is devoted to her child, and the child being 
another, this is a true form of altruism. But with refer- 
ence to time, is it the first ? Evidently not. For in sexually 
reproducing creatures hefore a mother can have a child, the 
child must have a father. As shown in Chapters V and VI, 
the human father made efforts to provide for the mother, 
before the child was in existence, and the mother, with ref- 
erence tb the father being another, this constitutes a form 
of Altruism, antedating the mother^s devotion to her child. 

So far as it is possible to know, this must have been 
the first form of conscious human altruism. Which of the 
two is the higher form? By which criterion can conscious 
altruism be graded as higher or lower? Obviously by mo- 
tive! What is the motive of the mother^s devotion to her 
child? Can it be called motive at all? May it not be de- 
scribed as purely instinctive? Up to the time of birth, the 
child is within the mother^s body. Her devotion to it during 
that period can hardly be distinguished from self-devotion. 
Then, when the child^s intemality changes to externality, 
the devotion to it is a continuation of the former feelings, 



